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AFTERWORD

I don’t remember the genesis of I Remember, but
as soon as Joe Brainard showed the inital version
of it to friends and read it in public, everyone saw
that he had made a marvelous discovery, and
many of us wondered why we hadn’t thought of
such an obvious idea ourselves.

IWe included poet Anne Waldman, director of
a small literary press called Angel Hair Books. In
1970, Angel Hair published the first version of I
Remember in an edition of 700 copies that quick-
ly sold out. Joe wrote two subsequent volumes for
Angel Hair, More I Remember (1972) and More I
Remember More (1973), both of which proved as
popular as the original. In 1973, the Museum of
Modern Art published I Remember Christmas, a
new text for which he also contributed a cover
design and four drawings. Excerpts from the
Angel Hair editions appeared in Interview, Gay
Sunshine, The World, and The New York Herald.

In 1975 a new venture, Full Court Press,
directed by Waldman, Joan Simon, and me,
jumped at the chance to issue a revised version
that collected all three of the Angel Hair volumes
and the MoMA booklet, along with new materi-
al, using the original title I Remmember. My inter-
est was personal as well as professional. Joe and I
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have regularized the punctuation) suggests that
Auster’s prediction of longevity may well prove
true. In any event, this edition gives new readers
the opportunity to discover Joe Brainard’s
engaging and extraordinary work.

—Ron Padgert



